
Students may wish to take a break from their studies because of illness, or for 
financial and personal reasons. If this is done with the agreement of the Uni-
versity it is known as intermitting and the student will be able to resume their 
studies at a later date.   
 
However, students may wish to withdraw from their course altogether in order 
to pursue other career options or enrol on another course at a later date. This 
is known as withdrawing.  
 
You may want to discuss your concerns with an academic member of staff 
before deciding on your next course of action. It is possible that there may be 
another,  more suitable course, that you could transfer directly onto without 
interrupting your student  funding. 
 
However, this will depend on a number of different factors; and it is always 
advisable to  consult  the Student Advice Centre for a prediction of your enti-
tlement to student finance. 
 
If you decide to intermit or withdraw then the flowchart on the following page 
will take you through your options 

INTERMITTING AND WITHDRAWING 
FULL TIME UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 



INTERMITTING AND WITHDRAWING 
FULL TIME UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 

Have you any previous study in higher 
education e.g. a previous course or a re-
peat year 

START 

YES NO 

You may find that your entitlement to cur-
rent and future finance is restricted. Con-
sult the Student Advice Centre for a pre-
diction of your funding 

In most cases students will have an 
extra year’s finance to cover the 
eventuality of a repeat year. Howev-
er, it is advisable that you check that 
this is the case 

Do you have any Compelling Personal 
Reasons (CPRs) for intermitting or with-
drawing e.g. serious illness? 

YES NO 

Student Finance England have the dis-
cretion to add an extra year’s funding, for 
a student with CPRs (even with previous 
study); and may continue payments until 
the end of the current academic year in 
order to prevent financial hardship. 

Intermitting or 
withdrawing? 

Intermitting Withdrawing 

You are still regarded as a Full Time student. 
You will be exempt from  Council Tax, but will 
not be generally entitled to means tested ben-
efits. However, there are exceptions e.g. lone 
parents and students with illness/disability. In 
addition, you can apply to the UHF; please 
note, any award from the fund is discretionary. 
Consult the Student Advice Centre to check 
your entitlements. 

You are no longer a Full Time student. 
Although you may be liable for  Coun-
cil Tax, you may be entitled to claim 
means tested benefits. However, you 
cannot apply to the UHF. Consult the 
Student Advice Centre to check your 
entitlements. 

Will you be withdrawing or 
intermitting prior to Xmas? 

Be careful! You may incur a recover-
able overpayment of grants (old sys-
tem students) 

If you intermit/withdraw part-way through 
a term you may incur a recoverable over-
payment of grants (old system students) 
for that term. The loan will only become 
repayable when you leave the course. 

NO 
YES 


